into battle
the increased cost of living and to secure the proper nourishment
and care of the wives and children of our fighting men. I shall
not anticipate my right hon. Friend this afternoon.
But, after all, the main reason why the invasion has not been
attempted up to the present is, of course, the succession of brilliant
victories gained by our fighter aircraft, and gained by them over
the largely superior numbers which the enemy have launched
against us.   The three great days of i£th August, I5th September
and 27th September have proved to all the world that here at home
over our own Island we have the mastery of the air.   That is a
tremendous fact.   It marks the laying down of the office1 which
he has held with so much distinction for the last three years by
Sir Cyril Newall, and it enables us to record our admiration to him
for the services he has rendered.    It also marks the assumption
of new and immense responsibilities by Sir Charles Portal, an
officer who,  I have heard from every source and every side,
commands the enthusiastic support and confidence of the Royal
Air Force.   These victories of our Air Force enable the Navy,
which is now receiving very great reinforcements, apart altogether
from the American destroyers now coming rapidly into service, to
assert, on the basis of the air victories, its sure and well-tried power.
It is satisfactory for me to be able to announce that both in fighters
and in bombers we are at this moment and after all these months
of battle substantially stronger actually and relatively than we
were in May when the heavy fighting began, and also to announce
that the pilot situation is rapidly improving and that in many weeks
our repaired aircraft alone, such is the efficiency of this organisation
for repair, exceed by themselves or make good the losses which are
suffered;   so that in many weeks the new construction is a clear
gain.    No one has ever pretended that we should overtake the
Germans, with their immense lead, in the first  year  or so  of
war.   We must give ourselves a chance.   Perhaps it will be possible
to make a more satisfactory statement on this subject this time
next year.   But do not forget that the resources of the enemy will
also be substantially increased by their exploitation of the wealth,
of the plants and to some extent of the skilled labour of captive
countries.   If it were not for the resources of the New World,
which are becoming increasingly available, it would be a long time
before we should be able to do much more thaii hold our own.
Although we have had to face this continual, imminent threat
of invasion by a military Power which has stationed 80 of its
best divisions in Northern France, we have not failed to reinforce
1 Chief of the Air Staff.
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